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countless attributes, and points out that, if it be true, it is inexplicable. He obtains no satisfactory reply; and apparently produced on Spinoza a stronger impression than he had himself receivedl.
No aspect of the doctrine of parallelism is more stag-, gering than its assertion that all bodies are animate. Did Spinoza really believe, we naturally ask, that a nugget or a boulder had an idea of itself? Let us consult his own writings. 'There can be nothing in nature,5 he says, 'of which there is not, in the soul of that same thing, an idea; and the more or less perfect the thing is, so much the more or less perfect is the union, and the effect of the idea upon the thing or upon God Himself2/ Again, having laid down the positions, that ' the object of the idea constituting the human mind is the body,7 and that ' man consists of mind and body,' he adds that these statements are just as true of all other objects as of man; for that ' all individual things are animate, though in different degrees3.' The difficulty of this surprising doctrine may perhaps be relieved by attention to two considerations: that the 'object' of an idea does not mean 'that which is consciously contemplated in the idea;' and that 'the soul of a thing' is not regarded as localised in the thing. To explain the first of these points it may be useful to recall Hamilton's revival of the Democritic doctrine of Perception, viz. that the sole ' object perceived' is always {that which is in immediate contact with the organ,' so that 'all the senses are but modifications of touch4.' Thus interpreted, the object of vision is not the thing of which we gain cognisance by sight, but the ethereal undulations which impinge upon the retina; and if I am ignorant of their existence, I 'immediately perceive' an 'object' of which I am wholly unaware. Nothing can less conduce to precision than thus to confound the 'cause of perception,' which may be un-perceived, with the 'object,' which is the thing perceived.
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